
 

 

Sponsor a 

Family for 

Thanksgiving  
 

AGAPE distributes a 

box of food items 

and a turkey to 

families in the 

community. 

You can support  

this effort by  

sponsoring a family 

for only $25, call 

404 -367 -3943 or 

email 

smoss@agapecc.org.  
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AGAPE 

ñLed by our faith to serve others, we seek to build community by strengthening families and  

empowering individuals.ò 



     As our country attempts to adjust to the unavoidable effects of a reces-

sion, many organizations, corporations and nonprofits are folding right 

before our eyes.  Institutions that have existed for decades are shutting 

their doors, discontinuing valuable servicesðunable to weather the current 

economic storm. 

      AGAPE benefactors have become a beacon of light in the darkness of 

a stormy sea.  Our individual donors, corporations, foundations and the 

widespread involvement of the Northwest Atlanta community have kept 

AGAPE financially sound. 

      Due to the recession, many of our past supporters have experienced 

serious financial losses.  Yet, they have proven their belief in Agapeôs 

mission and made a significant impact on those in need through their con-

tinued, generous, monetary gifts.  Our donors have provided essential sup-

port that helps AGAPE  offer outstanding programs, education and ser-

vices to the citizens and communities of Atlanta.  

      As we compete with hundreds of Metro Atlanta nonprofits for funding 

and federal and state grants, private support will be increasingly essential 

in the coming years as we deal with fiscal challenges in other revenue streams and aim not to merely survive but to excel.  

      In addition, we are nearing the close of a stellar year having attained significant accomplishments in almost every aspect 

of the  Center.  AGAPEôs Second Annual Spring Benefit was a resounding success raising nearly $50,000.  This year, we 

secured a new 24-passenger van to transport AGAPEôs growing senior and school-age populations to and from Center pro-

grams.  Several AGAPE high-schoolers were accepted into college, many of whom are the first in their families to attend.  

We received new grants this year, including a $50,000 grant from the Zeist Foundation. Our senior citizens programs have 

continued to thrive, and for the first time, we spearheaded several successful events to target and support our areaôs growing 

Latino community.     

     Lastly, our beloved volunteers have continued to be the backbone of AGAPE. Volunteers assist us all year-round in do-

ing the hard work that changes so many lives in our community every day.  As well, our volunteers provided meaningful 

interpersonal interaction with children and seniors that couldnôt begin to be measured.  

      On behalf of the entire AGAPE Community Center we thank you for your vital contributions and overwhelming support 

this year.   Thanks to you, we have been able to serve more than 1,000 families, children and seniors.  You made it possible 

and our momentum is building! 

  In Service, 

 

    

   

  Nell Benn 

  Executive Director 

A Word from the Executive Director 

Executive Director Nell Benn  
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Agape Remains Strong  

   Despite Troubled Economy 



     Several Metro Atlanta independent 

schools have collectively donated more than 

500 hours of volunteer service at the AGAPE 

Community Center this year. 

     Hundreds of elementary, middle and high 

school students have shared their time and 

talents at Agape serving and providing meals 

for children in need, tutoring and mentoring 

students in Agapeôs after-school programs 

and donating food and funding to help fami-

lies.  ñWe are thankful to our partners at 

Lovett School, Pace, Trinity School, Westminster and Woodward,ò said Robert Lewis, Jr. director of AGAPEôs volunteer 

services.  ñOur primary goal for our volunteers is to create an atmosphere where young students not only give back to the 

community, but develop service as a life-long value and continue to be involved with their community well after they leave 

AGAPE.ò 

    Three times a month, Pace Academy service clubs and various Pace school groups provide nutritious meals for after-

school program participants who may otherwise not receive a full meal at home.  ñMany of our children are latch key kids, 

which means their parents are out of the household working when they come home from school,ò said Nell Benn, executive 

director.  ñIn AGAPEôs after-school programs children have a safe place to go.  They receive one-on-one help with their 

homework and well-balanced dinners thanks to the support of our volunteers.ò  

     On a monthly basis, Pace scholars tutor children at AGAPE ôs after-school program held at Trinity Presbyterian Church.  

The Lovett and Westminster scholars tutor kindergarten through fifth grade students at the AGAPE Community Center on 

Bolton Road.  Trinity School students provide snacks for AGAPEôs after-schoolers and visit monthly to provide games and 

educational activities.  Each year to help celebrate Halloween, Trinity School also donates snacks and candy for AGAPE 

children. 

     The Lovett School holds a special school-wide food drive to support AGAPEôs annual Thanksgiving Basket Giveaway 

Celebration which provides Northwest Atlanta families turkeys and baskets of food during the holiday.  ñLast Thanksgiving 

Lovett provided a huge U-Haul truck filled with food,ò said Benn.  ñIt took almost 35 Lovett volunteers to unload the huge 

truck and pack the holiday food boxes!ò   

     The Westminster  Schools have been providing nourishing meals every month for AGAPEôs after-school programs for 

several years.  Woodward Academy has joined the spirit of giving by also providing meals twice a month at  AGAPE and 

AGAPEôs satellite location at Moores Mill Village.  

(Continued on page 8) 
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The Lovett School  

  Pace Academy 

     Trinity School  

        The Westminster Schools                

          Woodward Academy 

Donate Time, Food and Funds 

Lovett School students (l to r) Lane Jenks, Kelly Hite, Selina Okonokhua, 

Senior Chaplain Steve Allen and Amanda Dunn recently donated food 

along with their classmates to help those in need at AGAPE.  

Atlanta Private Schools Give Back to AGAPE in a Big Way 



     More than a dozen girls from under-

served families got a special gift to start 

the new school yearðcomplimentary 

hair makeovers from a thriving salon 

located in the newly renovated Studio-

Plex Lofts in Downtown Atlanta.  The 

salon, formally titled óTangerineéA 

Salon,ô specializes in offering quality, 

class and ambiance with a comfortable 

atmosphere.  Tangerine provides a wide 

variety of services in a beautiful, eclectic 

décor environment and styles all hair 

types using a natural and healthy ap-

proach.    

     ñCo-owners Attallah Vaughn and 

Renee Huganir helped spearhead the 

back-to-school effort and we are greatly 

indebted to them for donating such an 

expensive amount of pro bono services 

to help prepare our girls for back to school,ò said Nell Benn, Agapeôs executive director, who is a regular customer of the 

salon. 

     Summer Crutcher, 11, who started the sixth grade 

this year at Sutton Middle School said,  ñItôs a big 

deal because it makes me feel cared for and loved that 

people are taking time out to help us so we can look 

beautiful and go back to school with a smile on our 

faces.  It makes me feel appreciated.ò  

     Eighth grader Marquita Burr, 14, shared similar 

sentiments.  ñI feel blessed for this opportunity.  No-

body else would do this and not charge you for it.ò 

     Salon owners opened up the salon on a Sunday, a 

day it is usually closed to the public.  The entire stylist 

team spent nearly 10 hours or more performing exten-

sive services on the girlôs manes.                               

     ñIt means so much to me,ò said Charnicia Wood-

ward, 12, a seventh grader at Sutton Middle School.  

ñIts always best to make a good first impression on 

your first day of school!ò 
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Co-owner and stylist Renee Huganir nears completion of Dominque Asheôs 

hairstyle for her new back-to-school look. 

Tangerine Salon Donates Free  

Back-to-School Hair Makeovers for AGAPE Girls  

 Co-owners Attallah Vaughn and Renee Huganir Organize Effort 

 

 

Knoketta Miles dons hair rollers while enjoying her makeover with Ashe.  


